Common vision for moving forward

CANAAC is a regional expression of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, which brings churches in the Caribbean and North American regions together and also creates a unique opportunity for inter-relations between northern and southern neighbours.

Overall direction for the first phase (leading up to the next [middle] assembly)

CANAAC will seek to work towards the next Assembly schedule for July 2008 in Guyana. This will be confirmed after checking with churches and also cost of flights. The assembly will be planned with the following in mind:

· Celebratory, especially with young people from the Caribbean region playing a leading role in organising worship (intercultural). CANACOM will also be invited. 

· Learning opportunities – what culture, history and ways of being church in Guyana. This will also include learnings on interfaith relations within the context.

· Creating a space where dialogue, understanding around social issues, mission and partnerships.

· CANAAC in collaboration with Guyana needs to propose the issue for critical reflection and around which a theme will be developed. 

· Cross cultural Bible studies on theme

· Interact with local congregations and ensure that dialogue with youth and women are included. 

· Young pastors/theological students seminar

Plans for 2006 – 2008

	Date 
	Event
	Expected Outcome
	Person/church responsible
	Budget 

	2006

March - May

June 

June – Aug.

Sept. – Dec. 
	· Steering committee (ST)

· Minutes of assembly finalised and distributed 

· Networks proposed

· Website & blogging

· Resources for Celebrating Reformation Sunday

· Conceptualising how to observe the 200 anniversary of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade 

· Plans to be submitted to ST
	· A broad based/representative and functional ST

· Get all churches on board

· Mechanism for implementation

· Communication tool & promotion, networking

· Engaging churches: common resource; feedback 

· Conceptual framework & proposal including funding proposal

· Plan 
	· Assembly

· Convenor

· ST 

· Network

· WARC
, CANAAC steering committee

· small group from CWM, CANACOM, WARC, CANAAC including young people

· small group from C/bbean & NA including young people
	

	2007

Feb.- April

May

Sept. 

Nov.

October
	· Final preparations for 200 anniversary of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade & event

· ST meets

· Notices for assembly + reports, etc.

· Responses 

· CANAAC youth event as pre – WARC EXCOM
	· Plans for 2008 assembly +
	· ST

· ST

· churches
	

	2008

July
	Assembly


	
	
	


� Includes executive committee members and staff liaison





