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Thursday, March 16
Gathering for Worship
The Caribbean and North America Area Council (CANAAC) of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) gathered in a circle for worship at 7:05pm in room 408 of the Techny Towers Conference and Retreat Center (Techny, IL) at the call of the Rev. Patricia Sheerattan-Bisnauth as liturgist.  

The liturgy was adapted from the "Celebrate Life" worship book of the 24th General Council of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches in Accra, Ghana.

The Council joined in the singing of "O Healing River" and "Nkosi, Nkosi, yiba nenceba" from Thuma Mina, &"Da n'ase, da n'ase" (Give thanks to our God), a song of thanksgiving from Ghana

A reflection on Deuteronomy 30:19-20 and John 10:10 was offered by Rev. Collin Cowan, on "The Choice of Choosing......Choosing Fullness of Life", looking at issues, conditions, circumstances, and structures which prevent the choosing of fullness of life.  

Business Meeting
At 7:40pm, with worship concluded, the business meeting of CANAAC convened by Rev. Cowan.  He noted the absences of Rev. Joy Abdul-Mohan due to a medical reason, and Rev. Dr. R. Stan Wood, the immediate past Area Secretary of CANAAC.

Rev. Cowan emphasized the importance of CANAAC, and its presence and mission in this region and its connection to WARC.

Ms. Terrie-Lee Hamilton asked each person to state their name, country, which church we represent, what two skills and gifts we bring to CANAAC and this particular gathering.

Overview of Recent Work
Ms. Hamilton provided a synopsis of work since the last time CANAAC met in 2002 at Trinidad.  At the 2002 meeting, the Administrative Committee was charged to lead revisioning process.  In January 2005, denominational executives and ecumenical officers of member churches met to see what steps need to be taken to implement that charge.

Ms. Hamilton reviewed the agenda distributed in delegates' packets.

General Discussion

Rev. Cowan directed our attention to the July 2005 report of CANAAC to the WARC Executive Committee.  He underlined that  CANAAC exists for our member churches.  CANAAC engages those key issues lifted up by the whole WARC, and sees how those issues and goals find expression and is effected in this region.  

Rev. Cowan outlined the major outcomes of the January 2005 meeting of the Administrative Committee as the revisioning process was main agenda.  The new structure envisions three meetings of CANAAC in between WARC General Councils.

· 1st  meeting - reflect upon WARC General Council directives

· 2nd meeting - lift up key issues for more in-depth consideration in a contextual approach

· 3rd meeting - visioning process for preparation for next General Council

The Administrative Committee recommended the dissolution of the three standing committees: Cooperation and Witness, Theology, and Civil and Religious Liberties.  These bodies will be replaced by an elected Steering Committee.

Rev. Cowan emphasized the importance of each member church contributing financially and otherwise to the work of CANAAC.  Each member church will be given all the information as to what their contributions will support.  

Rev. O'Connor asked what would be the recommended size of the Steering Committee as the numerical composition will have certain financial implications.

Rev. Cowan replied that the proposed by-laws envisions an 8-12 member Steering Committee; CANAAC must determine at this meeting whether a smaller body of eight (8), a larger body of twelve (12), or some number in between would be suitable for the work of CANAAC for foreseeable future. Member churches must defray the expenses of their delegates to CANAAC meetings; CANAAC must defray the expenses of the Steering Committee.  

Ms. Choy Tate questioned if the envisioned three meetings between WARC General Councils would continue to use the rotation of meetings in each of the three regions of CANAAC:  Canada, North America, and the Caribbean.   

Ms. Hamilton and Rev. Sheerattan-Bisnauth indicated that there was no decision about the specific rotation but underlined how important it is to discover what are the contextual issues in the host country which give contextual expression to the WARC objectives and goals.   

Rev. O'Connor emphasized the need to maximize the use of electronic means of communication to facilitate connection and discussions between CANAAC meetings.   

Dr. Paterson observed that we must ensure that we create a structure and infrastructure which can ensure success of different specialized areas and the implementation of those goals.

Rev. Winbush stated that we must develop a process to bring absent partner churches on board, and that we should strive to focus on key issues and do them well rather than many issues and topics all at once.   

Dr. Bisnauth would like CANAAC be a means to strengthen the sense of belonging-ness to the larger Reformed identity, to recover a better sense of our family identity as Reformed Christians.  

Dr.  Allan advocated that we integrate theology and mission.

Rev. Cowan stated the need to have a better working relationship between CANAAC and CANACOM (Caribbean and North America Council for Mission).

Proposed By-Laws

Ms. Hamilton directed our attention to the proposed by-laws and the process from 2002 to the present.   In October 2002, the CANAAC meeting in Trinidad charged the Administrative Committee to look at re-visioning and re-structuring.   Rev. Cowan, Ms. Hamilton, and Rev. Bill Veenstra (delegate-Christian Reformed Church in North America) were appointed to bring by-laws revisions.   

In January 2005, the Administrative Committee and the denominational executives and ecumenical officers approved the new structure and began work on by-laws revisions to reflect the new structure.

In October 2005, the WARC Executive Committee approved the by-laws, in principle.  
Now, CANAAC must approve the final by-laws, and, once approved, will send the approved by-laws to the WARC Executive Committee for final approval.   

Ms. Hamilton highlighted some key changes:

· Dissolution of the three standing committees:  Cooperation and Witness, Theology, Civil and Religious Liberties

· Creation of a Steering Committee - replaces Administrative Committee.   

· Financial contributions to CANAAC from member churches will be sent directly to CANAAC -- this would be a change from current practice in which some member churches have chosen to send their contributions to WARC, which, it was expected, would then send those contributions to CANAAC and for those member churches which sent grants to both WARC and CANAAC.
Delegates posed questions as to the composition and work of the Steering Committee. The composition and charge of the Steering Committee are to give expression to the functions of CANAAC as the Steering Committee’s focus will be to bring CANAAC from one gathering to the next, highlighting those issues that need to be carried forward to each gathering, and to provide means of networking and communication for member churches between gatherings.
Finances

Ms. Hamilton discussed the finances of CANAAC.  Rev. Dr. Fred Speckeen from the Presbyterian Church in Canada, resigned as Treasurer.  In a teleconference call of the Steering Committee on January 2006, Rev. Dr. Ralph Kendall, a retired minister in the Presbyterian Church in Canada, was appointed to serve as Treasurer.  

Ms. Hamilton informed delegates that she just received the end-of-year financial statements for 2005.  A small group consisting of Ms. Hamilton, Rev. Cowan, Rev. Winbush, and one other person will look at budget principles, and will bring recommendations to the CANAAC.

*At this point,  CANAAC welcomed Rev. Rawle Sukhu who arrived at the meeting.   

Nominating Committee
The following were appointed by the Steering Committee to serve as the Nominating Committee to bring nominees to serve on the Steering Committee:

· Rev. Dr. Gail Allan (Canada)

· Rev. Rawle Sukhu (Caribbean)

· Rev. Dr. Clifton Kirkpatrick (North America)

The nominations will be brought to CANAAC on Saturday, March 18.   

Announcements

Pastor Valeska Austin, delegate from the Guyana Congregational Union could not attend this meeting as she was not granted a travel visa.  

Rev. Allan extended the regrets of Ms. Helen Hobbs, delegate from the United Church of Canada, who could not attend this meeting due to illness.   

Recess

The meeting recessed at about 9:20 p.m. 

Friday, March 17
Gathering for Worship
Delegates gathered for morning prayer devotionals at 8:37 a.m. in room 408.  A prayer litany from Making Connections by Karen Horst was distributed.  Lamentations 5:1-22 was read; Ms. Hamilton offered a reflection on that passage and aboriginal work of the Presbyterian Church in Canada.  

BIBLE STUDY

Rev. Allan offered observations to stimulate reflection and study on the WARC theme, "That All May Have Life in Fullness" from John 10:10.

What do we mean and what do we need to live life in fullness?  

We are to consider additionally:

· Genesis 9 - God's covenant with Noah; cosmological significance.

· Isaiah's vision of nations

· Early church's radical community life.

Read these passages in community.  

What do communities look like which have life in fullness?   What are these communities called to do?

We are to consider ethicist Cynthia Moe-Lobeda's concept of "subversive moral power" in Healing a Broken World: Globalization and God
Delegates divided into four discussion groups to discuss passages from Jeremiah, Isaiah, Genesis, John and Acts.  We are to reflect upon the following questions:

1.  What visions and understandings of "life in fullness" do you find in this passage?

2.  In what ways is "subversive moral power" or "resistance and hope" expressed?

3.  What practices for resistance and transformation can you identify/infer in the passage?

4.  How do these visions and practices speak to your context and our life together in CANAAC?  Do they recall particular communities, signs and sources of sorrow or hope, or expressions "subversive moral power?"

Groups shared their reflections, and then recessed for morning break at 10:15 a.m.

Delegates welcomed Deacon Erik Brooks of the Lithuanian Evangelical Reformed Church in Chicago, IL, who arrived at this point.

GREETINGS AND UPDATE FROM CANACOM

Rev. Cowan recognized Rev. Rawle Sukhu, moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Trinidad and Tobago and representative of the Caribbean and North America Council on Mission (CANACOM).  Rev. Sukhu extended the apologies of Rev. Joy Abdul-Mohan.

Caribbean Association of Reformed Churches (CARC) was the beginning of CANACOM.  Leaders of Reformed churches worked with CARC to form CANACOM.

12 member churches belong to CANACOM from the Caribbean and North America regions.  Rev. Sukhu observed that there are some duplication of memberships between CANAAC and CANACOM, with some member churches not belonging to one but belonging to the other.   

CANACOM was involved with work of a joint mission action team in Canada in partnership with the Presbyterian Church in Canada and the United Church in Canada during the summer and fall of 2005.

By the end of 2006, CANACOM will be engaged in work in Grenada for youth in mission, in partnership with churches in North America and the Caribbean.  

CANACOM has vision to be active in North America and Caribbean, and would like to have a closer relationship with CANAAC.  At this time, CANACOM would not like to be an agency of CANAAC, rather would like to work closely with CANAAC.

Next meeting of CANACOM will be in October 2006, probably in Toronto.

Rev. Sukhu extended warm greetings from CANACOM to CANAAC and expressed hope that both Councils will work together for God's vision for this region.

Rev. Cowan requested Rev. Sukhu to extend the greetings of CANAAC to CANACOM.

Rev. Cowan asked whether we should begin discussion of integration of work and vision of both Councils.

PCUSA, PCC, Congregational Union Guyana, PC Guyana, United Church Jamaica, United Church Tobago, Church in Cuba, Church in Santo Domingo, PC in Granada, PC in Curacao  -- these are part of CANACOM and CANAAC

RCA, CRCNA, CPC, EPC, CPCA, KPCA, LERC, , UCC - part of CANAAC and not CANACOM

Representation:  under 2000 - 1 delegate; over 2000 - 2 delegates

CANACOM is autonomous body related theologically, not by governance, to the WARC family.

CANACOM was given a lump sum of funds from Council on World Mission (CWM).  There is a liaison relationship between CANACOM and CWM. Member churches give to CANACOM but can give to specific projects.  CWM has 31 member churches, 30 of which are WARC members.   

The delegates will consider these discussions of integration, and possibly look at recommendations later on in the meeting concerning CANAAC and CANACOM.  

WARC VISION, CORE CALLINGS, PRIORITIES AND STRUCTURE

Rev. Sheerattan-Bisnauth apologized for the delay in Dr. Kirkpatrick’s arrive (due to flight cancellation) and gave a brief overview of the handout titled, "Development of the Vision, Priorities and Structure" and said that Dr. Kirkpatrick will share a more comprehensive overview upon his arrival.  

Key priorities of the Accra General Council involved mission, spirituality, and covenanting for justice.

Dr. Ofelia Ortega (Iglesia Presbiteriiana Reformada en Cuba), Rev. Collin Cowan (United Church in Jamaica and the Cayman Islands), Rev. Stephen Kendall (Presbyterian Church in Canada), Dr. Oliver Paterson (Reformed Church in America), Dr. Susan Davies (United Church of Christ, USA) and Dr. Clifton Kirkpatrick, WARC President (PCUSA) are WARC Executive Committee members within this region.   

New structure of WARC was developed to enable WARC to express and implement the priorities from the Accra General Council.  The new structure gives greater emphasis on "strategic networking in order to efficiently harness resources in the Executive Committee, Area Councils and member churches for developing and implementing WARC programmes." (page 6, "Development of the Vision, Priorities and Structure")

WARC's Core Callings:

· To covenant for justice in the economy and the earth; to enable Reformed Churches to witness for justice and peace

· To foster communion within the Reformed family of unity of the church ecumenical; to interpret and reinterpret the Reformed tradition and theology for contemporary witness

· To search for spiritual renewal of Reformed worship; to promote inclusivity and partnership in church and society.

· To foster mission in unity, mission renewal and


  and empowerment.  

The whole group reconvened at 2:36 p.m.

Each group reported on their discussions.

Group # 1:  To covenant for justice in the economy and the earth; to enable Reformed Churches to witness for justice and peace

CANAAC should be a conscious-raising group.

CANAAC should lift up groups which are working on some of these issues of covenanting for justice, and connecting people to these groups.

CANAAC should sponsor conferences on a limited number of issues.   

Group #2:  To foster communion within the Reformed family of unity of the church ecumenical; to interpret and reinterpret the Reformed tradition and theology for contemporary witness

Cross-national boundaries and lift that up as a paradigm for discussion.  

Theological discussions on prosperity gospel and critique of ourselves;  Reformed worship in inter-cultural contexts; how Reformed understanding of mission be about committed communities rather than immediate conversion;  celebration of key Reformed historic landmarks not in a Euro-centric way but that can be celebrated globally and locally; North-South theological dialogue and develop theology around those issues.

Group #3:  To search for spiritual renewal of Reformed worship; to promote inclusivity and partnership in church and society.

How our Reformed worship finds its expression in witness in the world.  Perhaps imbalance of Word and sacrament, and as a symptom of that, not full inclusion of children and youth in the life and ministry of the Church.  Need to lift up the biblical vision of being "family," mutual power-sharing.

Group #4: To foster mission in unity, mission renewal and empowerment.  

Who defines mission.

Mission is beyond going and doing; the missionary is also being changed.   Mission should be a lifestyle.   

What are the immediate and long-term implications of that mission.

Joint theological training project in Guyana - this was lifted up as a successful model, as well as seminary-based models.   What can be learned by joint youth-mission cooperation.

There should be focus on external needs, rather than attending to internal structures and issues.

What is needed?

1.  Mutual cooperation of mission workers

2.  Good communication and sharing our stories

3.  All seminaries need a good missiology program

4.  Prioritize need

5.  Target goals and objectives

*At 3:00 p.m., the delegates welcomed Dr. Kirkpatrick, who joined the meeting during lunch after an airplane delay due to snow conditions.   

WARC AFTER ACCRA

Dr. Kirkpatrick addressed delegates.
Three core commitments:

1.  Covenanting for justice in the economy and the earth

2.  Sharing gospel for fullness of all people

3.  Spiritual reformation

WARC has had to be creative of envisioning how to do mission and be a catalyst of renewal based on Accra priorities, but also present financial strains.

Emphasis will be placed on networks with Executive Committee members, Area Councils, and member churches to give expression and implement the core commitments of WARC.  
New developments:

1.  Growing synergy of people coming together.   

Last month, a meeting of the Reformed Ecumenical Council and WARC at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, MI.  Both bodies will be integrated into a World Reformed Council.  Disciples Consultative Council and Council for World Mission have begun to overture WARC for closer partnership and possible integration.

2.  WARC is developing resources to help our member churches to celebrate Reformation Day in refreshing, new ways.

3.  Global Institute of Theology - was successful at the Accra General Council, and this may develop into another one.

4.  June 2007 - global gathering of all theological seminaries and colleges to be hosted by Princeton Theological Seminary to begin to take steps to network together.
5.  Lutheran-Reformed Commission

Anna Case-Winters will be the Reformed theologian co-chairing that Commission.

6.  WARC visit to Vatican

Vatican may be issuing paper on how they appreciate John Calvin in commemoration of Calvin's 500th birthday.   

There are great developments towards closer dialogue and cooperation with the Roman Catholic Church.

7.   Mission in Unity

Major global conference - ecological justice topic @ Malaysia

John Knox Center in Geneva - visible work of ecumenical bodies in partnership

8.  Covenanting for Justice in the Economy of the earth

Global consultation in collaboration with CWM, Asia region in Malaysia, May 2006.

9.  Celebrating Reformation Sunday

Where are the points of Reformation in our day and how do we connect that to other parts of the church around the world? -- Dr. Kirkpatrick asked
WARC is producing a congregational study resource for Reformation Sunday 2006.

Other Area Councils:
All-African Council:  connectional issues are hampered due to costs of travel, but have integrated church council in South Africa post-apartheid. 

Northeast Asia Area Council: will collaborate closely with Council for World Mission's conference in Asia.

WARC Europe (Europe Area Council):  youth, Roman Catholic dialogues.

AIPRAL (Latin America Area Council): the most vibrant Area Council, integrating much contextual liturgy, spirituality, and serious work on the Accra Confession.   
Delegates recessed at 3:27 p.m. for a break and to do small group work on CANAAC's general directives and programme for the next three years.

Delegates reconvened at 4:45 p.m. and gave reports.

Group # 1:  Use Reformation Day to share what each geographical location could offer to worldwide church.


In the next 3 years, have a festival of sharing mission, stories of how member churches are confronting challenges for economic justice, food, worship.  


Get youth involved.


Get seminaries involved for the middle/2nd gathering of CANAAC.   

Group #2:  Focused on middle/2nd gathering.  Raise theological issues about it.  Create networks of seminaries.  They brainstormed issues such as effects of globalization, immigration.
Group #3:  networking within and among theological institutions; use communications through development of website, blog site (on-line diary/journal); a youth conference within this region that would occur around the same time/location of the WARC Executive Committee meeting as WARC observes the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade.

Group #4:  information database of mission, needs, opportunities, programs and services; we must define and explain what CANAAC is so that our member churches will know what it is and we can better interpret the mission and work of CANAAC; development of a good website; advocate to facilitate more attendance such as getting travel visas for delegates; facilitate an exchange program between member churches and seminaries/theological institutions inter- and intra- region; develop publications such as a Mission Prayerbook.

Group #4 also offered what insight as to what CANAAC can offer the Reformed worldwide family:  CANAAC can speak of immigration and the problems of forced migration versus voluntary migration; with a good website, CANAAC can interact intra-region and with other Area Councils.

Group #4 reported on discussions they had about the general directives for CANAAC for the next 5 years:  connect more with CANACOM, remove the demarcation between ecclesiology/ecclesiastical issues and mission, CANAAC should get smaller pieces of the pie rather than tackling the whole piece at a time, improve the relationship between the Steering Committee and member churches.

Lastly, Group #4 reported on discussions about a programme for the next 3 years:  celebrate successes, a focus on mission and worship so that theology will from them between regions; have more conversation within the region as well as between other regions.  

Rev. Presa summarized that the themes that seem to emerge from all the groups are:  communication, celebration, collaboration -- there is an overlapping of directives.   

The delegates affirmed that there should be links to other Area Councils' websites and, when CANAAC has a website, to have our link on other websites.   

Rev. Winbush emphasized that we must identify the infrastructure and put in place concrete steps and areas of responsibility so that we can implement our dreams.     

Rev. O'Connor underlined that CANAAC must be relevant locally so that we connect to real mission partnerships.

The meeting recessed at about 5:30 p.m. for dinner.  Several groups will meet during and after dinner to discuss nominations, budget, and planning.  

Saturday, March 18
8:35 a.m. - we gathered for morning prayer and worship by Ms. Hamilton.   Ms. Hamilton distributed a "Circles of Life - Litany of Longing for Healing" asking delegates to think of aboriginal peoples in our countries and think of work for reconciliation.

8:50 a.m. - Dr. Bisnauth led a Bible study on the WARC theme, "That All May Have Life in Its Fullness."  

"May" is the subjunctive mood.  He looked at the Synoptics and the theme of sacrifice.  Luke 9:18-27.

This took place at Caesarea Philippi, one year after the beginning of Jesus' ministry with the disciples.  Now was a time for evaluation of Jesus' work and the person of Jesus.  Jesus' question indicates that the question is inescapable -- the eternal destiny and the quality of life are at stake -- and the identity of Jesus which shapes and informs the distinctive vocation of the disciples and His own.    

The Caesarea-Philippi confession is a movement from death to life.  What are the existential implications of this implication?  Jesus draws the imagery of Messiah, Son of Man (Daniel 7) and Servant (Isaiah 42).  Jesus and the disciples saw their vocation as going against the entrenched powers.  Suffering as vicarious is one response by God's people in Babylonian exile.  The three responses from the book of Job and Jeremiah:  suffering because of sin (Job's friends), Job's stoicism (he will be rewarded if he perseveres), Jeremiah's lamentation and hope.    

The images are concerned with establishment of God's rule on earth, and the vocation of God's people through whom God would act for redemption.  It is not suffering for its own sake; it involves engagement with the powers of evil.  2 Corinthians 15 confession of Jesus' resurrection in accordance with the Scriptures might have spoken of Hosea 6:2, but more so, it speaks of the  relationship of resurrection to death, not a routine or mechanical death, but sacrificial self-denial for the interest of God's project in bringing life to humankind.  

The economic powerlessness of the Caribbean mocks the recent democratic successes, compounded with the problem of the "brain drain."  We need to train people to lead and to understand their situations and contexts, and serve in those situations redemptively.  Caribbean peoples need to stamp out trafficking of people, corruption.  What is the church to do?

Two images are helpful for appropriation.  Isaiah 49 -- the servant, "The Lord has called Me from the womb; From matrix of my mother He has made mention of my name."  The image of midwives in Romans 8:15, indicates we can cry out to our heavenly parent.  We are to give birth to a new creation.  We confess like a child that Christ died for me. But Christ calls us to die with Him for the sake of the world.   

Questions for reflection:  What is your challenge for your region/member church?  What concrete things and processes have hitherto defined us that we might have to sacrifice in order to be church and do mission?  What changes and emphases are necessary in our liturgies in order to place the vision of the new era and the new church for the imagination and feeling states of our people, in celebrating the peoples of the past?  How can we partner with our colleagues beyond and within our regional boundaries to address unfavorable economic and governmental structures that leave many powerless?  

9:25 a.m. - delegates divided into small groups to consider the questions for reflection.

10:33 a.m. - delegates reconvened.

Rev. Cowan presided.  He deferred to Rev. Sheerattan-Bisnauth to walk us through the "Common Vision for moving forward" proposal.   

Ms. Choy Tate presented proposed main issues for the next meeting/the middle meeting.  It is being proposed that CANAAC meet again in February 18-22, 2008 in Guyana.  The gathering will include worship, mission, youth event, issue, local context, Bible study, theological institute, and look at gender justice.  Between now and then, the Steering Committee would look at networks, youth, website, blog site, database, Bible study, theological reflection, engage seminaries, newsletter, partner congregations, and leadership development.  CANAAC can place emphasis on Reformation Sundays 2006 and 2007 so that the Reformed family in this region can focus on our Reformed identity, and anticipate the 2008 CANAAC gathering.

Rev. Sheerattan-Bisnauth presented the proposed paper, "Common Vision for Moving Forward" for consideration, which outlined the work that needs to be done between now and 2008, those persons/churches who are responsible, the budgetary implications, and expected outcomes.   The 2008 gathering will have the following features:

· celebratory

· learning opportunities

· creating space for dialogue

· discussion and critical reflection of a theme and issue for consideration

· cross-cultural Bible studies on theme

· interact with context, ensuring dialogue with youth and women

· young pastors/theological students seminar or institute

The youth event in October 2007 will be a pre-WARC Executive Committee event.  The CANAAC youth will work with the WARC youth network and the core team led by the WARC Vice President for youth.

Dr. Kirkpatrick raised issues of cost to fly to Guyana during that time of the year, and the limitation of PCUSA participation as February 2008 is within the 120-day deadline of the PCUSA General Assembly, and all General Assembly-level agencies and Councils usually meet around that time of the year.  The additional concern of participation of theological institutions/seminaries as those dates may conflict events in the academic year.

Delegates had general discussion about dates, considering conflicts with church assemblies/conventions and academic years.  

The proposal envisions a participation of about 50-100 people.

Delegates discussed what would be the focus of the 2008 gathering as it relates to the WARC core callings.

The proposal suggests that immigration be the lens through which we examine the effects of economic globalization.  We should create space at the 2008 gathering to discuss and share what is being done in the region in implementing the WARC core callings.  

Dr. Patterson proposed that we lift up the "covenanting for justice" as the overarching theme, with the other priorities complementing that theme, as sub-themes that express aspects of that main theme.   

Rev. Winbush suggested that we invite other ecumenical partners (e.g. Theologies of the Americas project, Black theology project, All-Africa project with the WCC/USA) to help us prepare for the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade.  Rev. Cowan also pointed out that 2007 is the 50th anniversary of Ghana's independence.   

Dr. Peterson and Rev. O'Connor volunteered to be a small team to work on engaging ecumenical partners who can assist us on the issue of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade.  Rev. Winbush and Dr. Allan will submit names of those who have particular interests and expertise in this area.   

The visit to the slave dungeons at Accra strengthened WARC's determination to never let the Reformed family be complicitous in a system that enslaves.  WARC saw that the global economic system that enslaves peoples and countries in many ways must be critiqued and opposed.   

BY-LAWS

Ms. Hamilton moved to approve that the proposed by-laws be approved.  
Rev. Winbush and Dr. Allan addressed the imbalance of representation of North-South.   Under the proposal, Caribbean churches would have one (1) delegate.   

Delegates discussed issues of representation, balance of diversity, membership skills needed on the Steering Committee, and the composition of the Steering Committee.

The following amendments were made and adopted:

1.  Rev. Presa moved to amend section VI. by deleting subsection 1.1, modifying 1.2 and 1.3 to read as follows:   

"1.2  two delegates for each 200,000 members or a fraction thereof, and one additional delegate for each 200,000 members or a fraction thereof thereafter provided that

1.3  no member church shall exceed 6 delegates."   

The motion was approved by voice vote.

2.  By unanimous consent, section VI, subsection 1.6 was deleted.  
3.  Ms. Choy Tate recommended that section VII, subsection 2.1 include provisions that provides for the Steering Committee membership to include one person with information technology skills and one person from the country which will host each succeeding CANAAC meeting.  The amendment is to add two subsections: “2.1.7  a person with information technology skills”  and “2.1.8   a person from the country which will host each succeeding CANAAC meeting.”  

By unanimous consent, that suggested amendment was approved.  

4.  Rev. O’Connor moved that section VII, subsection 2.1 be changed so that the membership of the Steering Committee will be “6-12 members” not “8-12 members”

The amendment was approved by voice vote.   
Rev. Winbush suggested that section VII, subsection 2.4 be changed to indicate language that gives CANAAC flexibility to pay for Steering Committee expenses "if funds are available."  Concern was raised as to past practice in which CANAAC found itself using most of its budget to pay for Steering Committee meetings.

Rev. Windsor raised a concern as to what happens when member churches do not contribute any funds to CANAAC.    

The meeting recessed for lunch at 12:25 p.m.

Rev. Cowan called the meeting back to order at 1:35 p.m.

Delegates returned to the outstanding discussions over by-laws provision related to finances.  

Dr. Allan moved to delete section VII, subsection 2.4

The amendment was approved by voice vote.

By unanimous consent, section VI, subsection 2.2 was amended by adding the following sentence after the first sentence:  “Fill vacancies in consultation with the member church from which the appointee serves.” 
By show of hands, the delegates approved the by-laws as amended, and authorized the Steering Committee to make editorial changes, including re-numbering of sections, that reflect the above amendments before final presentation to the WARC Executive Committee for ratification.   
DATES FOR 2008 CANAAC GATHERING
Ms. Hamilton suggested that the original date of February 18-22, 2008 be retained.  If that date is not feasible, the Steering Committee is authorized to select another date at the end of July/early August.

Dr. Kirkpatrick urged the Steering Committee to contact member churches and theological institutions to double-check the dates as well.

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Dr. Allan reported on behalf of the Nominating Committee.

The proposed slate is as follows:

Canada:    
Rev. Ralph Kendall (PCC) - Finance



 ______________ (UCC)

Caribbean:  
Dr. Dale Bisnauth (PC Guyana) - Theology

 

Rev. Rawle Sukhu (PCTT) - Mission



Rev. Tara Tyme (UC Jamaica & CI)- youth



 ____________ - Spanish-speaking churches

USA:  

 Ms. Neema Cyrus-Franklin - youth



 Dr. Oliver Patterson - WARC Executive Committee liaison



 Rev. Neal Presa - Convener



 Rev. Robert Rush- Administration


              Rev. Robina Winbush - Theology



 _______________  (UCC - U.S.)



 _______________ (CRC-NA)

The Nominating Committee proposed that the Steering Committee appoint up to three more individuals in the regional/member church designations above to bring the total membership to 12.  

Delegates approved the Committee's proposal for the Steering Committee to fill vacancies.
The Nominating Committee noted for delegates that we are in need of laypersons and women.

Rev. Cowan put the presented slate for approval.  

Delegates approved the slate by voice vote.

Rev. Cowan thanked the Nominating Committee for their work.  

Rev. Cowan recommended that CANAAC express its collective thanks to Rev. R. Stan Wood, the immediate past Area Secretary.   

By unanimous consent, delegates authorized for CANAAC to send a correspondence to Dr. Wood to express the sincere gratitude of delegates.

Drs. Kirkpatrick and Rush will publicly express thanks to Dr. Wood at Memphis, TN on behalf of WARC and CANAAC, respectively.

Dr. Allan suggested, to which delegates agreed, that CANAAC express thanks for the service of Rev. Fred Speckeen for his service as Treasurer.

Rev. Winbush suggested we send a get-well card to Rev. Joy Abdul-Mohan.

PROPOSED BUDGET 2006-2008

Rev. Winbush reported on the proposed budget for 2006-08 on behalf of the finance work group.

Expenses

  Website     





$3600

  Conference Calls, Phone    



$3000

  Administrative Support     



$12000

  Steering Cmte. Mtgs.       



$28000

  Youth Event-pre-WARC ExCom   


$25000 (25 youth-$1000 scholarships)

  2007 - Abolition of Transatlantic Slave

     Trade Event            




$10000

   2008  Assembly        




$100,000

   Miscellaneous (audit, legal)            


$4500   

-about $62000/yr.

   




Total Expenses:
$186,100




Income

   Member Church Core Contribution


$164,100

   Reimbursement 




$22,000

The 2005 year-end statement showed a balance of $41,998.

The finance group suggested that a letter be sent to all member churches that presents the program budget and goals.  The letter will be sent by May 2006.

A follow-up would be made in November 2006.

The third step would be for the finance person on the Steering Committee to share with member churches which projects/programs they can directly fund and support.

Several suggestions were made to have the Steering Committee explore the use of the WARC website to save funds.

Dr. Bisnauth moved to approve the proposed 2006-2008 operating budget.   

The motion was approved by voice vote.

CANAAC-CANACOM RELATIONSHIP
Dr. Kirkpatrick suggested that we look at having a joint or concurrent assembly with CANACOM.

CANACOM will be meeting in October 2006 at Toronto.  

Rev. Sheerattan-Bisnauth suggested a communiqué be sent from the CANAAC Steering Committee to CANACOM indicating CANAAC’s desire to work together, and express CANAAC’s desire to meet with CANACOM representatives in Toronto.  Rev. Presa, the newly elected convener of the Steering Committee, will send a letter on behalf of CANAAC.

Delegates appointed the following to be CANAAC’s representatives to engage CANACOM in discussions on how both bodies might work closer together, and hopefully fully integrate into one entity:


Rev. Anderson, Rev. O’Connor (chair), Rev. Tyme, Rev. Windsor, Rev. Haynes.
There will be a CANACOM youth work camp from July 15-August 5, 2006 sponsored by the Presbyterian Church in Grenada; CANACOM has requested a youth delegate from CANAAC to attend.  To save funds, CANAAC agreed that whichever youth from a CANAAC member church is already planning on participating in the youth work camp, CANAAC will designate that youth as our representative.  Rev. Sukhu and Ms. Hamilton may have an idea as to which youth may be going.  They will be in touch with CANACOM.  

OTHER BUSINESS

CANAAC will explore with WARC headquarters in Geneva as to whether it would be possible for WARC to archive all CANAAC records.  Otherwise, CANAAC will have to decide where and how to maintain its records.

Rev. Cowan thanked Rev. Presa for accepting to be the recording clerk for this meeting.  Dr. Kirkpatrick extended gratitude to Ms. Hamilton, Rev. Cowan, and Rev. Sheerattan-Bisnauth for their service and leadership.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, CANAAC adjourned with prayer at 2:47 p.m.

The new Steering Committee gathered at 3:30 p.m.

Remaining delegates gathered for worship and celebration of the Eucharist at about 4:30p.m.

Sunday, March 19
Those delegates who were still present worshipped in local churches.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Neal D. Presa, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Recorder
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