Caribbean and North American Area Council

World Alliance of Reformed Churches

Steering Committee Teleconference Minutes

Tuesday, March 10, 2009, 10:00 AM EST

Roll Call by Verizon Operator

Welcome & Opening Prayer by Rev. Neal D. Presa, Convener

Determination of Quorum by Rev. Neal D. Presa

Appointment of Recording Clerks:  Dr. Oliver Patterson & Rev. Bruce Adema

Present:  Bruce Adema, Oliver Patterson, Joel Ortega Dopico, Omega Bula, Ralph Kendall, Neal Presa ,   Alvin Seereeram (for Elvis Elahie), Robina Winbush, Tara Tyme.

Net Worth Report.  Ralph Kendall presented the Net Worth Report, as of 2/27/09.  It was noted that the total is a mix of US and Canadian dollars. It was received with thanks, and there were no changes made to the budget.  Neal Presa and Ralph Kendall were authorized to sign the completed audit statement and forward it to the Geneva offices of WARC.

Action Items

1.1 Approved $19,005 for delegates to CFJ in Ochos Rios, Jamaica, April 22-25, 2009, with this understanding:  North American resource persons and delegates who are not supported by their denominations will be financially supported (airfare, board/lodging) by CANAAC.  

1.2  Authorized up to $5,000 as CANAAC’S share for development of resource book. 

      Noted:  (Funds would come from budget line-item currently designated “CANAAC 

      Meeting Prior/After UGC” for $25,000)

2.1  Approved change of date of CANAAC’s Reformed Youth Network to June 14-17.

2.2  Approved change of Reformed Youth Network to Calvin College in Grand Rapids, MI.

2.3 Received and authorized the proposed budget of $38,200 for Reformed Youth Network launch  event & Visioning Team meeting.

        3    Co-sponsor and endorse orientation of US delegates to Uniting Geneva Council in partnership   with the ecumenical offices of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of   Christ/USA. 

        4    Approved the appointment of Anaitza Dayana Sanchez Marin of La Iglesia Presbyteriana-Reformada en Cuba to serve as an additional CANAAC delegate to the 2009 Young Adult Mission   Work Camp sponsored by CANACOM IN July.


Information Items: The following information items were shared with the Steering Committee by the Convenor:

1. CANAAC Convenor will be traveling to the Jamaica gathering for Covenanting for Justice in April 22-25, 2009 to represent CANAAC.  The Area Council will cover the travel/board/lodging expenses.

2. CANAAC Convenor will be traveling to Geneva, Switzerland, May 24-June 1 to represent CANAAC at the WARC Executive Committee meeting.  The Area Council will cover the travel/board/lodging expenses.

3. The Convenor and Deputy Convenor will send a letter to Caribbean churches and the WARC-REC Secretariats notifying them of the availability of CANAAC scholarships (for 16 persons @ $1200 each totaling $19000) to support the travel expenses of official delegates from Caribbean churches to the Uniting General Council, per the action of the 2008 CANAAC Assembly in Guyana.

4. The Convenor will notify the planners and dean of the Global Theological Institute, as well as seminaries in North America and the Caribbean that CANAAC has scholarships ($10,000) available for 10 seminarians (4 from North America, 6 from the Caribbean) to attend the Global Theological Institute, in conjunction with the Uniting General Council, per the action of the 2008 CANAAC Assembly in Guyana.

5. The Convenor will notify the planners of the Calvin Legacy Gathering: July 8-11, Montreat Conference Center, Montreat, North Carolina, and Caribbean churches of the availability of CANAAC scholarships ($10,000) for 6 participants from the Caribbean and 4 participants from North America.  

6. On January 27, 2009, the Steering Committee ratified the Convenor’s  appointments of Patrick O’Connor (Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)), Tara Tyme (United Church of Jamaica and the Cayman Islands), and Janette McIntosh (Presbyterian Church in Canada) as CANAAC’s representatives to the CANAAC-CANACOM Continuation Committee.  The Convenor convened the Continuation Committee for a teleconference on February 5, 2009.   The Continuation Committee affirmed the process moving forward, and concurred that the Continuation Committee is an excellent platform in which to share the programmes/activities of each body, to pray for one another, to lift up emerging issues/concerns, to offer mutual invitations, and to continue to explore the shape/nature of the relationship of CANAAC and CANACOM.   

7. CANACOM will sponsor a Missions Conference at the end of October 2009, in which issues related to Covenanting for Justice will be discussed.   CANAAC has been invited to attend.   CANACOM has also invited CANAAC to name two reps. to attend the CANACOM Council meeting at the beginning of November 2009, following the Missions Conference.   Those appointments are yet to be named.  

Any Other Business:  Robina Winbush, Sue Davies, and Oliver Patterson will recommend two persons from the North American Covenanting for Justice group to attend the April 22-25, 2009 Consultation of Caribbean Churches in Jamaica.

The meeting adjourned at the call of the Convenor at about 11:20 a.m. EST, with a closing prayer by Omega Bula.

Prepared by:

Oliver Patterson and Bruce Adema

Attested by:

Neal D. Presa
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