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20 March 2011

To:  
Presidents and Principals, WCRC-Related Seminaries and Theological Schools (North America and 
Caribbean region)


Heads of Communions and Ecumenical Officers of CANAAC Member Churches


Theological Education Offices of CANAAC Member Churches

Dear Colleagues in Ministry,

On September 24-30, 2011, the Caribbean and North American Area Council (CANAAC) of the World Communion of Reformed Churches and the Caribbean and North America Council for Mission (CANACOM) will hold a joint Assembly/Council meeting in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, with the gathering theme, “Who is my Neighbour?”

A significant, parallel part of this gathering will be a Theological Institute for 10 seminarians/young pastors from the Caribbean and North America regions of CANAAC member churches to study, reflect, dialogue, and experience the contextual theology of the Caribbean churches, particularly the context of the Dominican Republic. This will be a rich time for sustained theological and contextual engagement through worship, discussion, classroom lecture, immersion visits, readings, fellowship, and interfacing with the CANACOM-CANAAC gathering.  These 10 seminarians/young pastors will join about another five seminarians/young pastors from CANACOM member churches, plus the adjunct faculty of the Institute.
The 10 selected participants will be housed at the Coop Marena Beach Resort in Juan Dolio, Avenida Bulevard.  Participants are to fly into the Santo Domingo airport. 

Regional theologians, Dr. Ofelia Ortega (La Iglesia Presbiterian/Reformada en Cuba) and Rev. Paulette Brown (Presbyterian Church in Canada), will be serving as deans of the Institute; they are developing a theological curriculum for this Institute, tailor-made to assist reflection upon our Assembly’s theme, “Who is my Neighbour?”
Because of limited space and an intentionality to provide geographical balance, we will be selecting four (4) seminarians/young pastors from North America and six (6) from the Caribbean.  I ask you to carefully and prayerfully consider nominating one of your current students or an alumni/ae (under the age of 40) who you think may benefit from and contribute to this enriching experience.   Please have them fill out the attached Registration Form, and have them submit it along with the brief essay indicated in the Form, no later than May 10.    

Thank you for your assistance and consideration.

Yours in Christ’s service,

The Rev. Dr. Neal D. Presa

CANAAC Convener
