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REPORT OF CONVENOR

TO 
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September 24-30, 2011

Grace and peace to you in our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit!
On behalf of the CANAAC Steering Committee, I wish to welcome all delegates and observers to the biennial Assembly of the Caribbean and North American Area Council of the World Communion of Reformed Churches (CANAAC/WCRC), under the theme, “Who is My Neighbor?”  This is, indeed, a momentous occasion as we gather jointly with our partner organization, the Caribbean and North America Council for Mission (CANACOM) and celebrate CANACOM’s 25th founding anniversary.  Thank you to our hosts, La Iglesia Evangelica Dominicana Republica, for all the planning and logistical arrangements.   We will engage the theme through Spirit-filled worship,  Bible studies, immersion site visits, networking, feasting, business plenaries and small group discussions.
FROM GUYANA 2008 TO DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 2011

We have much to be grateful for since our last gathering in Georgetown, Guyana.  In Guyana, we also met jointly with CANACOM and launched a Theological Institute for seminarians and young pastors.  We re-affirmed our partnership with CANACOM.  We set clear goals, ones which were tied directly to the core priorities of the 24th General Council (2004) of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches.  The Guyana Assembly was, in many ways, a “test” of the future viabilty of CANAAC following the significant 2006 re-organization of the Area Council.  
We passed that test, and, since then, CANAAC has been on a glidepath of being and becoming a significant component in the life and witness of the WCRC.
In the last three years, CANAAC has been involved in the following:

· Organized a Caribbean Covenanting for Justice consultation in Ocho Rios, Jamaica.

The results of that consultation produced the publication, Power to Resist, Courage
to Hope, a Christian education resource from Caribbean churches.  A Caribbean

Covenanting for Justice Working Group was also put in place

· Co-organized/co-sponsored a Colloquium on the Accra and Belhar confessions

at Stony Point, NY. A result of that colloquium was an important Message that

is before this Assembly as we collectively discern the pathways forward for
the Covenanting for Justice movement in this region

· CANAAC, together with representatives from CANACOM, hosted a successful Pre-Council Reformed Youth Forum (RYF) that brought about 50 young people from various countries for worship, Bible study, theological reflection, networking, fellowship, and prayer.  The RYF brought to the UGC an important message about the generational hermeneutic which the Generations Y, Z and  Google Generation bring to the ecumenical table, and the call for greater visibility and participation of young people (under the age of 30) to leadership positions in the new Communion.  The Report of the joint CANAAC-
CANACOM delegation to that Forum is before this Assembly as we collectively discern

the pathways forward on including, engaging, affirming, and empowering the

young leaders in our region, and as CANAAC and CANACOM look to launching

a Caribbean and North America Reformed Youth Forum next year, an initiative

that both organizations committed to in Guyana
· CANAAC provided significant scholarship funding for the Uniting General Council and the Global Theological Institute
· CANAAC sent a task force to Stellenbosch, South Africa in Fall 2010 to engage in discussions with officials from the University of Stellenbosch theology faculty and the Uniting Reformed Church in South Africa (URCSA) as to their learnings of the successful Globalization Project between URSCA and the Evangelical Reformed Church in Germany in contextualizing and institutionalizing Covenanting for Justice in the Economy and the Earth, as a way for CANAAC to discern next steps for Covenanting for Justice in this region. The significant Report of that Task Force is before this Assembly as
we collectively discern the pathways forward for the Covenanting for Justice movement

in this region

· CANAAC provided significant start-up funding for the WCRC Endowment Fund

and leadership in the Endowment Fund development efforts.  This Assembly will

be hearing more about the Endowment Fund, and will consider the future shape of 

the relationship between CANAAC and the Endowment Fund

· Much preparations for this Assembly
This gathering is the second Assembly since the 2006 re-organization.  CANAAC has provided key leadership in the life of the former WARC, and since the 2010 Uniting General Council, to WCRC, by holding as programmatic priorities the very policies and core priorities of the General Council:  Communion and Justice.   To this end, the CANAAC Steering Committee is recommending policy, strategy, and constitutional proposals that seek to: 
· Contextualize the General Council’s core priorities in this region
· Fully engage the WCRC seven-year strategic plan in ways that are specific, measurable, attainable, realistic and timely (SMART), with every expectation for creative innovation, modification, and widespread collaboration as the Holy Spirit leads, directs and inspires
· Mutually connect CANAAC member churches and the WCRC
The proposed CANAAC Strategic Initiatives seek to implement the WCRC Strategic Initiatives in ways that are applicable to our distinctive contexts, and which utilize the finite resources we have while putting forth the challenge to member churches of the various opportunities for linkages and engagements that are not solely nor primarily financial in form.   How can your church partner with the other 19 member churches in this regional council in living into the Communion which God has established among us and with us for the sake of God’s transformative justice in this region, and, indeed, throughout the world?   
KEY CHALLENGES AND OPEN VISTAS OF OPPORTUNITIES
There are several key challenges moving forward, challenges which present opportunities for creative, innovative and imaginative ways of doing our work:
1.  Role and Function of CANAAC and the Steering Committee:  with the increased importance and prominence of regional councils in the WCRC structure and programme, this Assembly must wrestle with what the role and function of the regional council is. This is a question about organizational identity. Does CANAAC develop/facilitate programmes and projects on behalf of member churches? Does CANAAC serve as a gathering space for member churches to share ideas, common concerns, a milieu (middle place) that connects the wider WCRC and member churches in the region? As such, does CANAAC, then, insure that the WCRC’s core priorities – Communion and Justice—and the Strategic Initiatives attendant to those priorities, are continually on the radar screen of member churches? Likewise, does CANAAC offer the perspectives and concerns of member churches in the region to the WCRC Executive Committee, Presidium, Secretariat, other regional councils, and the wider WCRC family?   These and many other questions concerning the role and function of CANAAC and the Steering Committee are before this Assembly.
2.  Covenanting for Justice in the Economy and the Earth (CfJ):  The Uniting General Council re-affirmed the core commitment of the WCRC to Communion and Justice, specifically the Covenanting for Justice movement.  Officially undertaken with the passage of the Accra Confession at the 24th General Council, the Covenanting for Justice movement has been the focal point of much of CANAAC’s work over the last several years.  We have two CfJ Working Groups in North America and the Caribbean that have provided helpful resource materials to help our member churches engage the issues of economic and ecological justice.  There is much learnings from various global and regional consultations over the past years, and the Stellenbosch-Germany Globalization Feasibility Task Force Report, collectively provide key ingredients towards a common vision on how to perpetuate and, in fact, enhance the work and theological engagement of CfJ in this region.  What does CfJ look like in this region in the next biennium?   
3.  Partnership with CANACOM: On this the silver anniversary of our partner organization, CANACOM, we join our sisters and brothers in celebrating a quarter century of faithful witness.   From the joint Assembly three years ago, we embarked together on mutual discernment and discussion on ways in which our two organizations can have closer collaboration, seeing as both organizations have finite resources and many of the member churches belong to both organizations.  The Guyana Joint Assembly approved the formation of a Caribbean and North America Reformed Youth Network. If launched next summer by both organizations, such a Network will have profound impact on engaging young people in this region.  What does our partnership with CANACOM look like moving forward?   
4.  Living Into Communion: When the World Alliance of Reformed Churches united with the Reformed Ecumenical Council to become the World Communion of Reformed Churches, we moved from the theological and ecclesial reality of “Alliance” to “Communion.”   As with the koinonia relationship of the Persons of the Triune God, and of the Triune God’s covenant with humanity, we are called one to another, sharing, bearing, living into the faith one to the other.   What is the Holy Spirit calling our member churches to be and become, to live fully and faithfully into our commitment to be a Communion?   One way is finances.  CANAAC continues to face financial challenges due in large part to the fact that only 4 churches of the 20 member churches consistently contribute.  We are grateful that the leadership of the newly created WCRC Endowment Fund are joining us to offer a challenge and provide some fresh opportunities to think about funds development in the region.  A second and important way of living into communion is through our relationships as member churches.  This question is linked to the first question above, viz. the identity of the Area Council.  How can member churches interact more closely?  How can the North-South divide be bridged?   Beyond the question of geography is the question of connectivity.  Information technology has provided unprecedented opportunities for connectivity.  How can CANAAC maximize technology as a means of living into communion?   But more than that.  Social networking platforms are providing a key theological hermeneutic that calls forth new ways of thinking about what it means to be the Church of Jesus Christ in the 21st century.   With inputs and  outputs that cut across geographical lines, there’s a certain democratization of decision-making processes that CANAAC, as a conciliar body, will need to consider moving forward.   
WORDS OF THANKS
In closing, allow me to express profound gratitude to our host, La Iglesia Evangelica Dominicana Republica (The Dominican Republic Evangelical Church), its congregations, local committee, and to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) regional liaison for the Caribbean, Jo Ella Holman, who all arranged the local logistics of this joint Assembly.  Thanks are due to CANACOM, particularly to Education in Mission secretary, Rev. Nicqi Ashwood, and administrative assistant Leslene Laing, for coordinating the registrations of both organizations and the Theological Institute.   
I am grateful to my Steering Committee partners, Rev. Robina Winbush of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and Ms. Omega Bula of the United Church of Canada, for providing key leadership, representing CANAAC at the Joint CANACOM-CANAAC Planning Team for this event; and to our treasurer, Rev. Ralph Kendall of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, for his untiring dedication and meticulous attention to detail of our finances and taking care of issuing cheques and handling wire transfers and scholarship requests.  Thank you to Theological Institute co-deans, Rev. (soon to be Dr.) Paulette Brown of the Presbyterian Church in Canada and Rev. Dr. Ofelia Ortega of the Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba, for coordinating the excellent curricular programs of this gathering’s Institute.  

On a personal note, I am grateful to God to have been given the privilege by CANAAC member churches to serve two terms as your Convener over the  last five and half years.  To past and present Steering Committee colleagues, thank you for your partnership:  Bruce Adema, Dale Bisnauth, Omega Bula,  Joel Ortega Dopico, Elvis Elahie, Ralph Kendall, Neema Cyrus Franklin, Maureen Massiah, Oliver Patterson, Robert Rush, Rawle Sukhu, Tara Tyme, and Robina Winbush.
To past and present WARC/WCRC Executive Committee members residing in the region, thank you for your partnership: Peter Borgdorff, Allan Buckingham, Collin Cowan, Susan Davies, Mary Fontaine, Stephen Kendall, Clifton Kirkpatrick, Ofelia Ortega, Gradye Parsons, Yvette Noble Bloomfield; and former WARC president, Jane Dempsey Douglass.
To WCRC Endowment Fund president, Stephen Lytch, and former REC general secretary, Richard van Houten, thank you for your partnership.

To all heads of communions and ecumenical officers of our 20 member churches, and to the presidents and principals of theological institutions in the region, thank you for your partnership.

To other WARC/WCRC Executive Committee members outside the region and my counterparts in the other four regional councils (AIPRAL, NEAAC, EAC, ARCA), too numerous to list. Thank you for your collegiality and lifelong friendship.
To past and present WARC/WCRC Secretariat, thank you for your partnership and commitment, specifically the following: Penny Blachut, Jet Hollender, Daphne Martin Gnadnason, Kristine Greenway, Setri Nyomi, Maureen O’Brien, Patricia Sheerattan, Douwe Visser
Blessings, grace and peace to you all.

-Rev. Dr. Neal D. Presa, Convenor (2006-2011)
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