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The Steering Committee of CANAAC at its January 2023 meeting decided to restart its sharing
of Reflections on a monthly basis. This is a follow-on from 2020 when Reflections were shared
online weekly as a source of support for member churches across the region during the time of
lockdown due to the Covid virus.

Reflections for the year 2023/2024 will engage the theme of Unity in our Diversity . In addition
to our usual Reflections in prose written format, writers are encouraged, (though not required),
to make use of other forms of expression including the arts — music, poetry or art — which may
be added via link to the monthly works.

There are many manifestations of our diversity, including diverse and ever changing local
contexts, theological interpretations, and polarities reflecting different emphases in missional
engagement of our communities. It is our wish that as we engage with each month's reflections,
these local contexts and emphases, as well as their connection to our unity as a body — both
currently, and potentially — will become evident.

This document then is a guide to authors of our CANAAC Reflections for 2023/2024.
Attachment 1 provides additional resources from which authors may glean ideas for reflections.
Attachment 2 is a summary of key issues provided by the leadership of our member
denominations to the Steering Committee, and may likewise be helpful in the preparation of
reflections that will be of particular interest to our CANAAC family of churches.

Theme:

Unity in our Diversity ... John 17

Together on a mission — “that the world may know”

% —so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me
and have loved them even as you have loved me. — John 17:23

e The future as church— reimagining what’s next
As the church at Antioch was formed after the scattering of the believers, so too the
great diasporas of the 21st Century can be coalesced into new worshiping communities
in unique ways.

® Practicing a theology of togetherness and touch
Unity in worship and service are integral to mission — see John 17:23 above
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e Embracing the polarities

God’s kingdom as described in his word is often called the upside down kingdom, Since
our priority as Christians is Christ, and not ourselves.

Theme (with scripture references):

Unity in our Diversity ... John 17

Together on a mission — “that the world may know”

% —so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me
and have loved them even as you have loved me. — John 17:23

® The future as church- reimagining what’s next

As the church at Antioch was formed after the scattering of the believers, so too the
great diasporas of the 21st Century can be coalesced into new worshiping communities
in unique ways.

0 on mission in current realities
o articulating the future
o re-fashioning/reimagining the church

2 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen
was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only
among Jews. *° Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch
and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesu Acts
11:19-20

Practicing a theology of togetherness and touch
Unity in worship and service are integral to mission — see John 17:23 above

o one body, one Communion
o togetherin belief
o together on mission

Embracing the polarities
God’s kingdom as described in his word is often called the upside down kingdom, Since
our priority as Christians is Christ, and not ourselves.
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o call to communion — committed to justice®
o called to be one -separated by circumstances
o Identity and Empire

2 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me.?* For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever
loses their life for me will find it. *® What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet
forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? — Matthew 16:24-26

Submission Guidelines

Reflections are posted at the end of each month in English, Spanish, and French on the CANAAC
website (canaac.org), as well as sent out through an email message.

In order to have them properly edited, translated, posted, and publicized, they should be
submitted by the 20" of the month they are to appear.

While they can range in length, the ideal size is one or two single-spaced pages of text.

If any images are included, please be sure that their use does not violate copyright laws.

! Source... WCRC Vision Statement
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Attachment 1
Potential CANAAC Themes for Reflection in 20232

For each of the Reflections during 2023, the primary theme of unity in the midst of diversity,
and associated sub themes can be highlighted. Each reflection begins with the biblical rationale
and example of the topic, and includes a practical CANAAC example of the same issue —
including specific learnings and challenges. At a minimum, the areas with specific CANAAC
content can be quarterly reflections. Other monthly reflections will reference ongoing biblical
reinforcement of these principles.

Primary theme — Unity in the midst of diversity (and conflict) — John 17

In John 17, Jesus high priestly prayer prays for the unity of the church, even as he recognizes the
vast diversity that existed (and will exist). Jesus prophecies that the unity of the church is for the
purpose that there is will believe that he is the Messiah.

Church Partnerships

Cross-culture engagements

Multi-Church community engagements

Inter-racial and intercultural justice conversations and mutual learning

Stories of blessings through mission -- various passages from the mission journeys of Paul,
Silas and Barnabas — Acts 13 and more

Acts 13 describes the church of Antioch as being a multicultural community, where the believers
were first called Christians. It is from this integrated community that Paul’s missionary journeys
are launched. CANAAC examples of such integration and cooperation would be of great comfort
to the body of WCRC.

® Churches on mission... new ministries
® Launching new worshiping Communities... stories from the field

Mutual sharing of God’s abundance — Acts 13

Acts 13 also describes the church of Antioch as A collection of believers, members of the
Diaspora, who after hearing of the need of the church in Jerusalem, gathered resources, and

2 Enhance the list of possibilities using the amplification of the Unity in Diversity theme (last section) as well as the
output from the denominational leaders listening session
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assisted with alleviation of the sufferings caused by the famine, even out of their meager
resources. They operated from the perspective of God’s abundance, rather than their material
lack — this may be a lesson for the CANAAC and WCRC community.

e Leadership and discipleship -- mutual resourcing
® Partnerships in starting (or strengthening) churches and ministries

Worship in the midst of difficult circumstances -- biblical examples from Psalms et al
L1 lift up my eyes to the mountains— where does my help come from? Psalms 121:1

The Bible, particularly the Old Testament, is replete with stories where in the midst of difficulty
and hardship, the only thing for the community to do is worship —and worship they did. When
times are hard, lift God up — it is only he who was able to lift us up.

Stories of lives changed through Worship

Introductions (with links) to various worship experiences

Reflections on, and examples of the Fruit of the Spirit... “The fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control...” Gal.
5:22-23 — Evidence of faithfulness in the midst of the mess of ministry.

Additional Perspectives on Unity in Diversity — Reformation Opportunities and Challenges for
CANAAC®

Churches emerging from the Protestant Reformation have many things that bind them together
and just as many that express their diversity. First we explore what binds us together and makes
possible an organization such as CANAAC

Elements of Unity (Potentially up to a seven part series focused on our unity using these themes)

1. We might start with Calvin’s phrase “We are not our Own” which was explored by the
WARC during its 23rd Assembly. The Declaration of Debrechen is based upon the words
of John Calvin who repeats over and over in the Institutes these words, “we are not our
own”. The Declaration gives opportunity to address it as a whole or it can easily be
divided into 8 parts as seen in the pdf that was sent earlier

3 With thanks to Kenn Straight (member of CANAAC leadership team)
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2. Calvin’s symbol and motto gave “heart” to a Reformation that was, in many ways,
dogmatic in nature. John Calvin’s personal emblem was a picture of a flaming heart held
up in a hand with an inscription. “My heart | offer to you, Lord, promptly and sincerely.”

3. The Protestant Reformation focussed on five primary principles known as the solas. The
five solas state that Christians are saved 1. by grace alone, 2. through faith alone, 3. in
Christ alone, 4. as revealed by Scripture alone, 5. to the glory of God alone.

Elements of Diversity (emerging from different social and cultural expressions)

1. Invite local artists to offer a musical prelude and/or postlude. Possibilities include Joel
John of Trinidad and Tobago Presbyterian Church and the Rev. Rueben St. Louis,
presently serving with the Presbyterian Church in Canada, among others — could offer
musical accompaniment to the speakers.

Attachment 2

Introduction

These have been — and remain — challenging times for the Church. The COVID pandemic,
rising authoritarianism, blatant racism, economic injustices, the climate crisis, and more
have shaken not only our societies but our denominations.

CANAAC, as the regional expression of the World Communion of Reformed Churches in the
Caribbean and North America, is dedicated to bring together our member churches to
collectively discern how God is calling us into a shared space to address these issues through
the love and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

These reports from denominational leaders are an important step in this discernment
process. Through listening to each other, noting the shared themes along with the
uniqueness of each church, we can take the next step toward finding common purposes to
maximize limited resources to have a greater impact together than we could do alone.

It is in this hope, that we are called to communion and committed to justice, that we are
pleased to share this compilation from the leadership of our member churches.
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Christian Reformed Church in North America

Rev. Zachary King, PhD, General Secretary
Colin P. Watson, Sr., Executive Director Emeritus

The CRCNA, as one of the founding denominations of the WCRC, .
continues to be committed to the mission and vision of the WCRC, Chr|st|an

and looks forward to continuing to engage. CANAAC is particularly
important to the CRCNA, especially of late, as global systems of life R.EfﬂrmEd

become increasingly integrated, and there continues to be a Ch U I'Ch
particular growth of diaspora communities on the North American

continent. This growth is fomenting an increasing desire for international missional
connection of diaspora communities. We believe that this provides a unique opportunity for
CANAAC to be engaged.

The following trends and opportunities are a beginning outline of these areas for discussion:

Global Mission
e international enfolding of new worshiping communities
e diaspora ministries integration
e resource acquisition requiring new models of ministry

Gospel Worship and Proclamation
e diversity of worship styles
e growth of nontraditional worship
e new models force a rethinking of the connection points of unity

Justice and Mercy
e conflation of biblical and political justice interpretations
e mutual suspicion of the ideologically different
e focus on difference rather than mission

Servant Leadership
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e training of pastors
e changing landscapes requiring new models of training
e general M.Div. training versus specialized and particularized pastoral ministry
(commissioned pastors)
Discipleship and Spiritual Growth
e disengagement of younger generations

e renewed focus on multigenerational discipleship and engagement e
decentralization necessary for enhanced engagement

Additional General Issues and Concerns
e aging churches
e churches splitting over ideology
e youth engagement
e institutional disengagement
e internally focused ministry

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

Rev. Victor S.J. Kim, Principal Clerk, Ecumenical and
Interfaith Officer

Overview of some main issues for our denomination "I'

N

e The challenge of what the global pandemic has PrESbyterlan
done to churches and the opportunities that may Chul-ch

be understood as we emerge into a ‘post i C A
pandemic’ reckoning. In.anada

o Most denominations and churches are

facing either a slower return to pre-pandemic numbers, in terms of both

people and finances, or a new reality where trends that were present
pre-pandemic are now accelerating. This means that denominations that
were already struggling are facing even greater challenges.

o But this time also brings opportunities to redefine our core values and beliefs
and to present a compelling reason for the sharing of our faith with people
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who are more comfortable no longer identifying with any particular faith
tradition.
o The opportunity exists to present a new, hopeful, faithful narrative that can help

congregations to connect with their communities and neighbors in a missional
ministry.

e The Presbyterian Church in Canada (PCC) is also committed to working with Indigenous
Communities in relation to the work of Healing and Reconciliation. o The PCC
historically has been involved in the running of a number of Indian Residential Schools
and has agreed to restitution for those who attended the schools run by the PCC.
Further to that, we continue to listen and respond to the leadership of Indigenous
partners, including Indigenous ministries of the PCC.

o There is still much healing and reconciliation that will need to take place, and this
will be led by Indigenous leadership. The PCC is committed to doing what is
necessary to respond appropriately to that leadership.

e The Presbyterian Church in Canada has recently adopted changes to our doctrine to
welcome all people into the full life of the church, including the option for same-sex
weddings and the ordination of LGBTQI people.

o This change in our doctrine follows many years of prayerful and careful
discussion, study, and debate. Members of the PCC are free to adhere to a
traditional definition of marriage, between one man and one woman, or to a
definition that states that marriage is between two adults. All qualified
individuals are also now eligible to be considered for ordination as ministers
regardless of their sexual identity.

o These changes have not been unanimously supported within the
denomination and so work remains to help guide the denomination through
some turbulence around these changes and there will be some who will
choose to depart the denomination in response to the changes.

Presbyterian Church of Trinidad and Tobago

Mr. Terrence Warde, General Secretary of Synod
Rt. Rev. Joy E. Abdul-Mohan, Moderator of Synod

Some Challenges Facing the PCTT with Solutions
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The Presbyterian Church of Trinidad and Tobago (PCTT) has

chosen for its 155th Anniversary Celebrations 2023 an

adaptation of the theme of our global ecumenical partner,

the World Communion of Reformed Churches (WCRC) 2025
General Council - “Persevere in Your Witness as Disciples of Christ”.

The PCTT has witnessed the emergence of a global environment that challenged the Church
to respond to the needs of its members and the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago who were
adversely affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. The leadership of the PCTT, in keeping with
the Mission element of the Church’s mandate, set about navigating this pandemicin a
manner that forced the Synod and the Boards and Committees of the Church to think
outside of the box and become creative in a constantly changing and unprecedented time.

Suffice to say, the PCTT faced many challenges over the past three (3) years — the period of
the pandemic. During the pandemic the closure of churches meant that the social interaction
of communal worship was non-existent for lengthy periods. It also meant that existing social
problems were amplified with the quality of life being adversely affected.

The worship experience that was always LIVE and interactive was replaced with more
impersonal technology-driven online services on platforms of the internet. People started to
lose touch with each other, and the mental health of congregants began to show. Other health
challenges began to surface because of the effects of the Covid-19 virus. Most congregations
saw the loss of members as the death toll rose and funerals were a frequent constant.

The pandemic caused businesses to close and the unemployment amongst the members
grew as the pandemic prolonged. This affected the ‘givings’ of congregants and therefore
the offerings of churches.

In this turbulent environment, the PCTT embarked on a series of innovative projects that
sought to keep members together and to increase the historical Missional ethos that has
always been the character of our church. The inward-looking mission of recent years
evolved to an outward-looking mission.

The role of the Officers of Synod in these Mission-based projects cannot be overstated. The
leadership in a pandemic was important, as Churches struggled to survive and to remain

Convener: Ms. Angela Martins (United Church in Jamaica and the Cayman Islands)
Co - Convener: Mr. Colin Watson (Christian Reformed Church in North America)
Treasurer: (United Church of Canada)

Secretary: Rev. Chelsea Lampen

10



CANAAC is the regional
expression of the World
. AN D N ORTH Communion of Reformed

Churches in the region of

A COUNCIL the Caribbean, USA, and

Canada

relevant in a difficult period in our history. Thus, the visionary leadership ( albeit, not perfect)
of the PCTT responded to the pandemic by —

i. Keeping and encouraging the use of technology to offer Church services to keep our
members united and focussed on the Cross with webinars and educational issues
being offered.

ii. The use of online platforms for Church meetings.

iii. The formation of a Migrant-support group to assist (especially) the
Venezuelan population in Trinidad and Tobago.
iv. The launch of the BETH-RAPHA Mission Project to support persons with mental
fallout issues caused by the pandemic.
v. The provision of hundreds of food hampers families in need.
vi. The provision of computer devices to educational institutions.
vii. The launch of an agricultural mission project to provide food stability for low
income persons.
viii. The continuing of a TV Ministry for the national community.
ix. Our youths have risen to the challenge of piloting the initiatives of technology and
the missional focus.
X. The promotion of a medical health-insurance plan for the membership.

The PCTT has proven to be resilient in uncertain and adverse times and through God’s
Grace has been able to outreach to many vulnerable communities which were most
affected by the pandemic. As we were always sharing the hope to our members that “This
too shall pass” we are thankful to all our members for the patience and faith that

have increased as we continue to gradually ease out of pandemic.

Presbyterian Church (USA)
< © R 1A Ay

. . . . . . i
Dr. Dianna Wright, Director of Ecumenical and Interreligious y (
Relations D i
¥ C
. . =
Thank you for this time and space to share with you the P
o
o
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current concerns, challenges, priorities, and issues facing the

Presbyterian Church (U. S. A.). We've noted that the

pandemic brought forth for all to see the realities of the

world in which we live. If you look at some of them, you will

recognize that they have been the biggest challenges, concerns, issues, and priorities that
have a big impact on the life of the church and the community for many many years. About
six weeks ago, in conversation with some of our ecumenical partners, we named several
things that are important to the life and witness of the Presbyterian Church.

Race Relations — Center for the Repair of Historical Harm

We have been involved for many years in work to dismantle structural racism. We know that
this sin is one that plagued our society and has destroyed the lives of God’s people
everywhere. Establishing the Center for the Repair of Historical Harms calls for initiating a
denomination-wide effort to inspire repair both within and beyond the Presbyterian Church
(US.A)

Small Church (Church Vitality — Matthew 25 Initiative)

Now more than ever, we are aware of the critical nature of our congregations. The small
church struggled to continue its witness during the pandemic more than churches who were
already connected to the digital age. Not only that, leadership in the small church is also
overworked, carrying the load usually done by a volunteer staff. They often only have energy
and time to focus on Sunday worship, pastoral care, and community projects that don’t allow
for conversation on the broader, larger witness of the church. Churches continue to
experience decline and the challenge of what to do with facilities that are too large or simply
not in use.

Global Community - Being A Church in a Global Community

It comes at a pivotal time in the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s life. Over the past five years we
have been reflecting with some of our global partners, our PCUSA constituency and our
colleagues on the global calling of the PC(USA). Currently, we seek to answer the question,
who do we want to be as a church in the global community? In this reflection we have had to
begin the work of acknowledging, understanding, and repenting our colonial past, its

legacy, and the recognition that even in our relationships today, with all our talk of
partnership, harmful elements linger on.
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As we have listened, especially to our global partners, we have repeatedly heard two things
that call us in a similar direction. One is a call for greater mutuality in our relationships, and
the second is for more ecumenical spaces where we can discern and collaborate. We are
wrestling with the question, ‘who do we want to be as a church in the global community?’ Or,
more aptly, how can we collectively discern our calling in the world at this time and how can
we support and encourage each other in this?

Structure of the Church - Unification of OGA and PMA —

The 225" General Assembly (2022), after much discernment and conversations over the last
three years, and reports from 2010, 2016, called the national church to take a hard look at its
current ministry and adapt it to be more faithful to the challenges of the present and the
future. It is a plan to adequately fund the life and work of the whole church. The action will
unify the Office of the General Assembly and the Presbyterian Mission Agency in mission,
vision, and funding. The PCUSA current organization was able to function well with a
denomination of 2.5 million people. Resources, both human and financial, were more
accessible. We are now a communion of 1.2 million in a time where there is less funds and
leadership, both clergy and lay, are reduced and not just because of the pandemic. As we walk
toward the future, we have made some innovative changes that we believe will support our
work and give support to the community and our ecumenical and interreligious partners. The
new conference center space has enabled us to host a new model of general assembly and
hybrid meetings.

Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba E#“'"‘m_,
T — B
Dora Arce-Valentin, General Secretary ; e 5
|
@ 4
The Cuban Church continues to face the deep economic crisis that our a E
= BN CuBa

country is going through, with all its implications in the socio-political

order, which shows protests due to logical dissatisfactions, and on the other hand a current of
emigration never seen before. The deplorable financial state of our nation due to the effects of
the COVID pandemic and the intensification of the U.S. government embargo under the
presidency of Donald Trump has worsened to almost unsustainable levels with the war in
Ukraine, and has become impossible to manage due to the readjustments in the Cuban
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economy with the process of monetary reordering.

This period has also been marked by an extreme polarization of right-wing fundamentalisms,
including religious, and exacerbated by the discussion for approval in the referendum of the
Family Code. In the midst of all this, our church began to see signs of recovery by reinserting
the spaces lost during the COVID, and also with the entry of solidarity funds, mainly from the
Twinning Network in the U.S., that finally managed to find ways to get the money held for
more than a year in their possession. Donations also arrived from Germany to our family of
faith through the Berlin Missions Work.

During this stage the IPRC has had to face a complex scenario due to the rising costs of all its
activities. Despite these limitations, we have been able to continue to develop our mission as a
church under these circumstances. The use of digital platforms has continued to be useful in
facilitating the work of our judiciaries and making our efforts more visible. The magazine
Heraldo Cristiano, the official organ of the IPRC, is currently being published on these
platforms due to the excessive increase in printing costs.

In the midst of all the limitations, we planned and were able to hold the Twinning Meeting
with the Cuba Partners Network on November 10-12, 2022. This was a meeting marked by
the celebratory aspect of the reunion, while dealing with core aspects of our relations such
as mutuality, communications, information transparency, and other general issues, as well as
updating us on the situations in both countries.

Our last Synod tried to focus more on study, specifically the current situation, challenges and
challenges, even so, it is necessary to outline the main aspects of the institutional work. We
have a pastoral body of 28 pastors serving a total of 32 organized churches and 18 dependent
churches. We also have three candidates for the pastorate.

Reformed Church in America -
Rev. Eddy Aleman, General Secretary . /

/| REFORMED
The Reformed Church in America is going 1 c H U R c H
through a season of change and restructure. In
2021, our General Synod reckoned with deep | IN A M ER I BA

divisions in the RCA. The point of the Vision
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2020 process was not to decide once and for

all where the RCA stood on sexuality. Indeed, General Synod 2021 did not change anything
about the RCA’s historic stance of sexuality, that marriage is between a man and a woman,
and that all people are welcome in the church and deserve pastoral care. General Synod did
not change anything about the RCA’s polity, either; the Vision 2020 Team and the General
Synod both affirmed that the authority to ordain and oversee pastors lies with the classis.
After careful discernment and deliberation, General Synod called for a restructuring of the

RCA for sustained spiritual and organizational health, anticipating a smaller denomination
moving forward. They also clarified an exit path for churches and pastors who want to find a
different denominational home; the desire was for a “mutually generous separation.” Since
October, we have seen a number of churches follow that path for generous separation, with
others in process.

Since those October 2021 decisions, roughly a quarter of our churches have chosen to leave
the RCA, accounting for 41 percent of our membership. This is a huge loss! For the most part,
these churches have formed five different groups: The Alliance of Reformed Churches, the
Kingdom Network, the Sending Network, LIFT, and the Canada Reformation Network. Very
few of them have joined other denominations.

In the midst of these departures, we are focusing on the gospel of Jesus Christ. The
Restructuring Team started at square one and discerned that the RCA should be structured to
be a denomination that makes disciples who make disciples. Discernment is a slow, faithful
process as we build toward that outcome and consider structures that will help us focus on
making disciples. Over the winter and spring, the team hosted many roundtable discussions to
get feedback from people throughout the RCA. It is important to note that we are not
restructuring because of the loss of churches and members, we are restructuring for a more
focused gospel ministry.

In the midst of a challenging season we are seeing great signs of God at work. The Reformed
Church in America is becoming a multicultural, multiracial denomination. God is bringing us
people from around the world who are drawn to Reformed theology and RCA polity, and who
are exploring what it would look like to join or work with the RCA. Some of our classes are
experiencing great growth. When Classis de las Naciones launched five years ago there were
only four RCA churches left in Florida. In February, that classis organized its 17th church! These
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churches look very different than before, they worship in Spanish, Portuguese, English, and
other languages. Church planting around the world is also growing rapidly—both through the
efforts of RCA Global Mission and through the work of RCA classes with connections in Latin
and South America and a passion for sharing the gospel there. For instance, Central Plains
Classis has experienced great growth and is in the process of welcoming dozens of churches
from Argentina and other parts of South America.

Please pray for us. We are grateful to the World Communion of Reformed Churches for the
many ways in which we partner together for the good of God’s kingdom.

The United Church in Jamaica and the Cayman Islands
Rev. Norbert Stephens, General Secretary

Our Current Ministry and Mission Landscape

The UCICI continues to pursue its calling to be a church,
Rooted, Resilient: re-ignited by the Spirit.

Over the past year a number of issues have represented
the landscape on which we seek to do ministry and mission as
one church in two nations. These include the following:

1. COVID-19 Pandemic. While there has been a lifting of restrictions in both nations
around the middle of 2022, the effects of the pandemic remain.
a. In Jamaica, these include vaccine hesitancy, educational loss among children
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who were without devices or internet access during the height of the
pandemic.

b. Across both nations concerns existed around emotional and mental health,
vocational exhaustion and burn out.

c. Despite the lifting of restrictions, and while we celebrate the agility in using
technology as well as the increased reach of online worship and bible studies,
church attendance has not returned to previous levels.

d. Congregational ministries have declined or died, with a significant reduction in
volunteerism. We are currently wrestling with our ministries to children and
youth as both have been negatively impacted with greater fallout among the
youth.

2. An Emerging Church. Post Covid-19, there is the need to become an emerging
church in how we worship, witness and work, while we evangelize.
a. Leadership. We continue to wrestle with the leadership required to be a
church responsive to, and effective within, its context.
b. Reach. The need to leverage our online presence in establishing new
pathways for ministry and discipleship.

3. Social Issues
a. Crime and violence. While this is being held in check in the Cayman Islands, its
tentacles continue to spread in the Jamaican context and the various
interventions have not stemmed the increasing tide.
b. Social fallout of the vulnerable. While many of the industries in both islands
have been on a path to recovery, there are still many vulnerable persons in
both societies.

4. War in the Ukraine. The Russia Ukraine war which started in February 2022 resulted in
a number of concerns for food security. The war has caused escalating costs of basic
items and a worsening of the economic situation overall.

Our task as a church is to diligently and creatively seek new ways of moving our church to
greater engagement with our communities and our nations. Our Synodical theme captures this
impulse: “Rooted, Resilient: Reignited by the Spirit”! Despite the crises, we remain rooted in
our faith, resilient about our gospel agenda and re-ignited by God’s Spirit, which enables and
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ensures life-giving responses in the spaces where we minister and live and move, through how
we worship, work, witness while we evangelize.

The United Church of Canada

Rev. Michael Blair, General Secretary

The United Church of Canada is a union of Presbyterians,
Methodist & Congregationalist established in 1925. In 2018,
the church restructured from a four-court structure
(Congregations/Presbyteries/Conferences/General Council) to

a three-council structure (Congregations/Regions/General

Council).

Challenges facing the church:

1. Declining Membership — although The United Church of Canada is the largest
Protestant denomination in Canada, its membership is under 400,000. Coupled with
the decline in membership, the church has also seen a decline in affiliates. Latest
census set the number at 1.2M Canadians.

2. Aging Membership: the average age of a member of the UCC is 75.

3. Property: There is an abundance of property as well as church communities that can

no longer afford their property.

4. Ministry Leadership — increasingly we have communities of faith who will never have
full-time paid accountable ordered ministry leadership. Seeing a rise in lay-led
communities of faith

5. Financial decline — the entire system is stressed at the moment. There are two

sources of funding for the church — Assessments and Donations (Mission & Service)

6. COVID-19 Impact: finances, attendance, technology

7. Diverse leadership

Opportunities:
1. United Property Corporation a new corporation to assist congregation with
buildings
2. New Strategic Plan: Deep Spirituality Bold Discipleship Daring Justice 3.
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Growth Initiative
4. Diverse Leadership

United Church of Christ

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Top Three Challenges for the United Church of Christ (USA)

Rev. Mark Pettis, Ecumenical and
Interfaith Relations Minister

The United Church of Christ is a united and uniting church located in the United States. It is a
product of multiple denominations coming together in the spirit of Christian unity to form one
church body. It is a mainline denomination with a progressive Christian theology, and a history
of radical living of the gospel and the prophetic call. There are many challenges facing the UCC
in these days and with each challenge there are increasing opportunities to live into what it
means to be church in the twenty-first century. Here are three issues, which | would not name
as “top” three as there is no way to ascribe a hierarchy to the myriad of challenges facing the
church in these days.

e church decline

e reduced resources

e clergy related issues

Church Decline
e addressing spiritual needs
® aging membership
e decline in members
e closing churches
* pandemic realities - closed doors, members not returning in person
e inability to pay church staff

Like many mainline denominations, the UCC is in steady decline. According to the 2022 UCC
Statistical Profile, the UCC continues to be in decline as are most of the mainline churches in
the United States. We ended 2021 with 4,724 congregations and 745,230 members.
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At the end of 2020, there were 4,794 congregations in the United Church of Christ with a
total of 773,539 members. The UCC’s congregations represent about 1.4% of total U.S.
congregations* while the membership of the UCC represents about half of one percent
(0.51%) of total U.S. religious adherents* and about 0.23% of the U.S. population.** UCC
membership is concentrated in the Great Lakes, Middle Atlantic, and New England regions of
the country.

The data shows that each year the number of members removed is far outpacing the
number of members being added. (https://www.ucc.org/wp
content/uploads/2022/01/2021statisticalreport.vfweb_.pdf)

This has multiple implications as churches continue to close their doors and we see an aging
demographic in the church. The data from Pew Research also shows that the number of
people disaffiliating from the church is increasing.

Reduced Resources
* less members = less giving
e addressing emerging needs with limited resources
e building for the future of the church
e relevant programs and services
* meeting community needs

With the decline of membership and congregations, financial resources are following a
similar downward trend. The trend points to a pattern that reflects the relationship
between membership and giving.

The Great Resignation and the Church
e clergy burnout
e clergy leaving the church
e bi-vocational ministries
* seminary debt
* seminary education
e reduced new clergy answering the call to ministry
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Like many professions, ministry witnessed a significant number of resignations as the Covid
pandemic wore on. Changing expectations on clergy, along with the growing number of
churches that were able to offer full-time employment have contributed to this troubling
trend. The result is a rising number of congregations unable to locate clergy to serve in their
settings, along with a significant impact on pension funds.
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